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Hope School Nursery and      

Preschool Class 

Welcome! 
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Hope Primary School 

Headteacher: Tom Hill 

Nursery and Preschool team 

Nursery teacher: Lesley MacLeod 

Early Years Worker: Leah Thomson 

Contact 

Telephone: 831217 

Email: admin.hope@orkneyschools.ork.uk 

Email:                                                                 

Lesley.macleod@glow.orkneyschools.org 

Sessions 

9.20 - 12.30  Monday to Friday 

Location 

The nursery/preschool class is located in the 

school next to the P1-3 class 
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Our Aims 

  To create an environment where children, 

parents/carers and staff feel secure, cared 

for and valued as individuals. 

 To provide  opportunities for children to 

develop their learning through play. 

 To facilitate a broad range of learning 

based on the Scottish Curriculum for Excel-

lence experiences and outcomes for Early 

Years.  

 To facilitate links between children and 

their peers, parents/carers, school and the 

wider community. 

 To nurture an atmosphere which promotes 

equal opportunities for all children. 

 To create a smooth transition for children 

between their preschool and P1 class. 
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Daily Timetable 

 

The session is usually structured as follows: 

 Arrival Time 

 Free play (choosing time.) 

 Together time for news, 

stories and songs 

 Outside - physical play/

exercise  

 Free play or structured 

small group activity 

 “Free flow “Snack 

 Tidy up 

 Together time 

 Home time 
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Promoting Positive Behaviour 

Within the Nursery/Preschool class, positive be-

haviour is promoted by: 

 - Valuing each child as an individual 

 - Encouraging and promoting an ethos of  caring, 

sharing and tolerance 

 - Encouraging and facilitating development of chil-

dren’s independence and  

responsibility 

 - Encouraging and promoting 

positive interactions between 

children 

 - Resolving conflict using a conflict  resolution   

approach. 
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Points to Note 

 School Policies 

A copy of all school policies including the child protection policy 

are available on request from the school office, risk benefit as-

sessments are completed by the Nursery. 

Arrival and Departure 

Please ensure that children are always brought to and collected 

from Nursery by an adult.  Please inform us if someone other an 

yourself is collecting your child . 

Health 

It is very important to let us know at the beginning of the      

session if your child suffers from any allergies or a particular 

medical condition. 

Sickness 

No one learns well if they are ill and for this reason, and to avoid 

infecting others, we ask you to keep your child at home if he/she 

is not well.  It would be appreciated if you could inform the 

nursery if your child is to be absent. 

Snack 

The children have a refreshment break 

everyday when they are provided with 

a choice of  milk or water and a variety 

of healthy foods.  The charge is 50p 

per day, payable on Mondays. 
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Clothing 

We always encourage children to be as independent as   possible 

while in the nursery.  It is helpful if they are wearing clothes 

which they can manage on their own when going to the toilet.  

(Easily washable clothes are ideal)  Please     provide a spare set 

of clothes that can be kept in nursery, (socks; pants; top; trou-

sers/skirt) to cover all emergencies. Please ensure also that  

children arrive with adequate outdoor clothing including hat/

scarf and gloves as even in the winter months as we try to get 

outside most days.  If possible please could your child come in 

footwear that they can manage themselves, i.e. Velcro   fasten-

ings  instead of laces) and that covers the whole foot.  Please 

could you also provide a pair of  wellington boots that can be 

kept at nursery for wet days! 
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Your Child’s Introduction to Nursery 

 

Starting Nursery is a big step for your child and 

we would like to ensure that the transfer from 

home to Nursery is as gentle as possible.        

Children can start nursery full time straight 

away, however we recommend a staggered intake 

which is spread over a period of time in agree-

ment with you. (You will also be given the option 

of a home visit before starting.)  A staggered 

start gives a chance for you and your child to see 

around the Nursery, meet the Nursery staff and 

for us to get to know your child.  You will have al-

ready decided on how many sessions you wish your 

child to attend the Nursery.  If you wish to in-

crease sessions this has to be done at the  

beginning of a term, after Christmas or after 

Easter. 
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Parents are welcome to stay with their child for a 

long as necessary to allow him/her to settle in   

happily. 
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Parental Involvement 

Parents/carers are welcome to visit the Nursery 

at any time and we are always delighted to have     

you working with us in the Nursery.   Occasionally 

we ask for parent helpers for something specific 

such as a party or an outing, but if you have a par-

ticular interest or would just 

like to spend some time playing 

games or reading stories to 

the children, please let us 

know. 

The exchange of information about your child is 

very important, therefore we consider our daily 

contact time with parents/carers at the beginning 

and end of each session to be very valuable.  If you 

need a longer chat, please 

make an appointment to 

see the Nursery    Staff 

after 12.30. 
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Inspections 

Inspections are carried out by HMI and Care In-

spectorate.  You can find a copy of our latest Care 

Inspectorate Report on the Education Scotland 

Website 

 

Queries, concerns or Complaints 

If you have any queries please speak to the  

Nursery Staff in the first instance.  In the unlikely 

circumstance that they are not able to answer your 

query or you have a concern or complaint please 

speak to the Head teacher.  There is a Nursery 

Complaints Procedure Form available from the 

school office if required. You can also make a com-

plaint direct to the Care Commission at  

http://www.careinspectorate.com/ 
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Hope Nursery and Preschool 
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