
WINTER DRIVING IN ORKNEY 
 

What the Council does during winter: 
 
1 The Council's Winter Service Plan is published on the Council's website 

and details the treatment of all carriageways and footways in Orkney. 
2 Salting or ploughing for ice and snow starts at 6am and continues until 

6pm daily. No new routes will be started after 6pm. 
3 The order of priority for treatment will be main routes, (Priority 1), school 

bus routes and secondary routes (priority 2) thereafter other routes (priority 
3) if conditions persist. 

4 The winter service is provided throughout the winter period. Routine 
treatment and snow clearance is delivered on all days with the exception of 
25/26 December and 1/2 January when only a limited service is provided. 

5 A full service is provided on all other days observed by the Council as local 
holidays. 

 
What drivers should do: 

 
1 Keep your vehicle fully serviced in good condition with sufficient fuel for your 

journey bearing in mind fuel consumption may be increased in adverse 
conditions. Consideration should be given to fitting winter tyres to vehicles 
likely to be used in winter conditions on secondary and minor roads or on any 
road outwith working hours. 

2 Check your tyres regularly and keep washer bottles topped up with 
windscreen solution. 

3 Clear windscreen and windows before starting any journey. 
4 Remember: 

• Look out for ice. Black roads do not mean ice free roads. Winter can be 
very variable and it is easy to be caught out by sudden changes. Black ice 
can be a particular danger; it is not readily visible and can persist or recur 
even after the road surface has been treated with salt. 

• Dawn frosts also catch drivers unaware. At first light a clear sky will allow 
heat to radiate quickly from the road surface causing icy patches to form 
on wet or damp roads. 

• Slushy roads are slippery roads.  

In difficult conditions: 

1 Do not travel unless it is absolutely necessary. 
2 If you must travel always let someone know your destination and expected 

time of arrival. 
3 Be prepared for winter conditions - wear or have with you warm and 

waterproof clothing and suitable footwear. Carry something to eat and drink 
and keep a shovel and a torch in your vehicle. 

4 If you are caught in a snowdrift, don't leave the vehicle unless you are in 
sight of a suitable destination - let help come to you. Do not keep your engine 
running for warmth, as there is a danger of carbon monoxide entering your 
vehicle. 

5 If you must abandon your vehicle, try to leave it out of the path of 
snowploughs and advise the Police. 

6 Drivers travelling in the evening, overnight or early morning or on 25/26 
December or 1/2 January in winter conditions should exercise great care for 
their own safety and the safety of others, in the knowledge that only limited 
salting, gritting or snow clearing operations are carried out during those times. 

7 Be aware that the Churchill Barriers may be closed during periods of high winds and/or 
tides. 


