
 

 

Term 1 Newsletter 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

We find ourselves at the end of a very busy and productive first term. It’s been a huge relief to 
complete a relatively disruption free 7 weeks and things are feeling positive and purposeful! 

I was speaking with Mrs Simpson today and she commented on how good it was to see the kids back 
in to routine and how much they seemed to be enjoying being together again. It has certainly felt 
like a happy place to be. 

Over the next few days your child will receive an end of term review on their Seesaw profile. This is 
part of our regular reporting to parents. Please take the time to have a read and send us any 
comments or feedback on their learning. 

Speaking of children’s learning and progress, we’re continuing to develop the way we track and 
monitor attainment, achievement and progress. I’ve recently had some time to discuss the learning 
and teaching here with an attainment advisor from Education Scotland who was impressed with our 
development and recovery from the COVID closures. Overall, the children are making greater than 
expected progress. Part of this good news involves our amazing Support for Learning staff. Miss 
Stanger, Mrs Tucker, Mrs Rorie and Miss Johnson make a huge difference to a large number of our 
pupils. 

RED has been the topic of term one and the children have completed some incredible red themed 
work. We all feel safer around the school now that the kids are first aid experts. P1/2/3 have told me 
all about the correct emergency treatments for all manner of gruesome injuries and ailments. Other 
children have investigated the red planet and space in general, while P6/7 undertook some great 
work about the Red Cross and their involvement in the Aberfan disaster. I discussed red hair in 
assembly, which prompted P4/5 to investigate other inherited characteristics such as tongue rolling! 
We can’t wait to follow this creative IDL path next term when the theme moves to the number 7. 

The Scottish Government is currently extending the Free School Meals provision to P4 and then 
further up the school next year. This is very welcome news, but it has come with an unintended 
consequence. Some families have always been able to apply for free school meals based on their 
personal circumstances. This also comes with a school clothing allowance. Not only is this a great 
thing for the children and families involved, it also has funding for the school attached to it. This is 
called the Pupil Equity Fund and we use this for targeted resources to address areas of teaching and 
learning. Some families are now not going through the process of applying for free school meals 
status as they receive the meals anyway. This means we are in danger of missing this vital funding in 
the future. If you think you might be eligible and would like to investigate, you can contact Ingrid at 
the office and we’ll help with the process. It will be entirely discreet and confidential. 



I’m afraid I have to include one paragraph about COVID in this newsletter… I wish I didn’t! We are all 
currently wrestling with the “Is it a cold or is it COVID?” debate, and only very few of us are medical 
professionals. All of us at school understand the frustrating implications of isolating while waiting for 
a PCR test for what is probably a cold, but I’m afraid that is the current advice. If your child is 
displaying any of the key symptoms (new or persistent cough, raised temperature and loss of smell 
and taste) then they should isolate with other siblings until a negative PCR test is obtained. 
Unfortunately, the LFT tests only function as routine asymptomatic testing. Thank you for your 
understanding and patience with this. 

The P6/7 children have been really fortunate to participate in a terrific two-day Outdoor programme 
in the local area. I would like to extend my thanks to Chris Jex and the team for a great experience. 
Hopefully there’ll be more outdoor experiences to come shortly. P7 have also been enjoying the 
leadership course with active schools every Wednesday and Bikeability with Shelly and Fiona on a 
Monday. This will be extended to P6 shortly. 

I’d like to finish by extending a huge thank you to the Parent Council and all the parents who have 
contributed to the Peedie Cubby initiative. It’s taken a lot of organising and volunteer time and 
hopefully it will be very worthwhile. 

I hope you all have an excellent October break with the bairns. 

 

 

Steve 

 

Dates for your diary: 
27th October Flu Vaccines for Pupils 
17th November Rugby  
24th November Rugby 
1st December Rugby  
14th December Christmas Carol Service 
21st December Last Day of Term 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


